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The Kingdom Of Heaven 

Our Civic Duties 

Matthew 17.22-27 
cf. Matt 22.15-22; Rom 13.1-10 

 

Notice in our text verse 22-23, 
 

Matthew 17:22-23 And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son 

of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 
23 

 And they shall kill him, and the 

third day he shall be raised again. And they were exceeding sorry.  

 

We are reminded again, that the suffering, death, burial and resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ did not catch our Lord by surprise.  He knew what was coming 

and why it must come.  Over and over again our Lord told His disciples and 

apostles what was coming, yet they refuse to hear what our Lord was telling them. 

 

Our Lord teaches us through this text to understand our civic duties in this mortal 

world. 

 

In our text Peter was asked if our Lord payed His taxes. 
 

Matthew 17:24-27  And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received 

tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute? 
25 

 He 

saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, 

What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or 

tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? 
26 

 Peter saith unto him, Of 

strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free. 
27 

 Notwithstanding, 

lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the 

fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a 

piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.  
 

Illustration: Dr. Dino, Kent Hovind – Had a dynamic creation sciences ministry 

reaching multitudes with the truth surrounding a young earth vs evolution.  He 

refused to pay taxes for those whom he employed in his ministry.  He ended up 

being convicted of tax evasion and spent many years in a prison.  He ruined his 

ministry over worldly money, taxes. 

 

Everyone just loves to pay their taxes!  We also just love to be faced with politics 

on a daily basis!  Especially the kind of politics we are seeing out of Washington 

D.C. these days.  The childish finger pointing, the endless hearings, the propaganda 

and endless arguing.  We get up each day and the first thing we all say is “I just 

Rom 13.1 
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can’t wait to hear from the politicians in Washington D.C..  They always make me 

feel good about paying my taxes and paying more taxes.”  I’ll just bet that is the 

first thing you say each day as you wake up.  NOT!!! 

 

Yet our world is full of human government and in order for those governments to 

function they need money.  So they get money and they get it through taxes 

(custom and tribute). 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ payed his taxes, both the 

custom and the tribute.  Suffice it to say our Lord 

payed His taxes. 

 

The passage in the Word of God that speaks to our 

civic duties with clarity is, 
 

Romans 13:1-10 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no 

power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 
2 
 Whosoever therefore 

resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall 

receive to themselves damnation. 
3 
 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but 

to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and 

thou shalt have praise of the same: 
4 
 For he is the minister of God to thee for 

good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in 

vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 

doeth evil. 
5 
 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for 

conscience sake. 
6 
 For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, 

attending continually upon this very thing. 
7 

 Render therefore to all their dues: 

tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 

honour to whom honour. 
8 

 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for 

he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 
9 
 For this, Thou shalt not commit 

adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 

witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 

comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
10 

 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  

 

A. Render Your Dues (Rom 13.7-8; cf.1-10) - Render therefore to all their dues: 

tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 

honour to whom honour. 
8 
 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for 

he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 
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1. Render Tribute and Custom (vs 25-27) - He saith, Yes. And when he was 

come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, 

Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their 

own children, or of strangers? 
26 

 Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus 

saith unto him, Then are the children free. 
27 

 Notwithstanding, lest we 

should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the 

fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt 

find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.  – 

Concerning your taxes. 

 

There are only two things in life that are 

guaranteed, Death and Taxes. 

 

People just love to pay taxes!   

 

Matthew 22:15-22 Then went the Pharisees, and 

took counsel how they might entangle him in his 

talk. 
16 

 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, 

saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in 

truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of 

men. 
17 

 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute 

unto Caesar, or not? 
18 

 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why 

tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 
19 

 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought 

unto him a penny. 
20 

 And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 

superscription? 
21 

 They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, 

Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto 

God the things that are God's. 
22 

 When they had heard these words, they 

marvelled, and left him, and went their way.  

 

There are things in this world that are of this world and deal with the affairs 

of this world.   

 

Romans 13:6-7 
 
For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's 

ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 
7 
 Render therefore to 

all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; . . .  

 

We must pay our taxes because government must be supported and will be 

supported.  If you want to experience some trouble in your life just refuse to 

pay your taxes and you will have some trouble, likely a lot of trouble in your 

life.  The United States Internal Revenue Agency is the most powerful 

Matt 22.15 
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collection agency in the world.  They will freeze your accounts, take away 

everything you think is yours and leave you standing on a corner with a 

hungry need food sign and they won’t feel sorry for it. 

 

When you refuse to pay your taxes and then while 

you are cood and hungry and trying to convince 

people that you are being persecuted, you just 

remember that our Lord Jesus Christ paid tribute 

and custom (taxes). 

 

As a side note, Understand that your taxes do not 

exempt you from your Tithes and Offerings.  

Christians need to understand that there is going to be a lot of giving in their 

mortal life. 

 

Our Lord said, 

 

Matthew 17:27  Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to 

the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and 

when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that 

take, and give unto them for me and thee. 

 

No where in the Word of God does God say, “Hey, don’t pay your 

taxes.” 

 

Notice in our text the Fish and the Coin.  Don’t you just wish our Lord 

would provide some fishy coins for you to pay your taxes?   This reveals 

God’s ability to provide in miraculous ways.  God is able to provide for all 

your needs.  One of the greatest ways God provides for your needs is when 

He gives you the ability to work and earn a profit. 

 

2. Render Fear and Honor (Rom 13.7-8) - Render therefore to all their dues: 

tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 

honour to whom honour. – This is to show due respect. 

 

Nowhere in the Word of God do we find God’s people being disrespectful to 

anyone, especially people in positions of authority.  To show fear and 

honour is to show people respect. 

 

There are many people in our day who are just plain disrespectful. 

Rom 13.7 
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Illustration - If you are pulled over by a police officer for any reason, you 

should just know that if you show that officer respect and kindness you will 

likely be treated with respect and kindness by that police officer.  You may 

be upset that you were pulled over for going 30 miles an hour over the speed 

limit, but if you are hateful and disrespectful toward that officer he is going 

to be harsh toward you in return.  

 

I have known people who say that if they ever get 

called into court they are not going to say “Your 

Honor” toward the judge.  Trust me if you show 

disrespect toward people in authority then they 

will respond in like manner toward you.  

 

3. Render Love and Compassion (Rom 13.8-10) 

 

Romans 13:8-10 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he 

that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 
9 
 For this, Thou shalt not commit 

adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 

witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is 

briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 

as thyself. 
10 

 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 

 

For many people there is a great misunderstanding about their civic role and 

their governments civic role. 

 

Have you ever heard someone say, “I going to make them pay for what they 

have done, I’m going to get justice.” 

 

You will help yourself greatly if you can learn that you should never try 

enforce justice on your own. 

 

God has placed the authority to administer justice in government.   

 

As an individual you are commanded by God to, 

 

• Love your neighbor – which is your fellow man. 

 

Rom 13.8 
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Romans 13:8-10 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for 

he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 
9 
 For this, Thou shalt not 

commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt 

not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other 

commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
10 

 Love worketh no ill to 

his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

• Forgive People 

 

Matthew 6:12-15 And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 
13 

 And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
14 

 For if ye 

forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you: 
15 

 But if ye 

forgive not men their trespasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

 

• Love Your Enemy 
 

Matthew 5:43-45 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
44 

 But I say unto you, Love 

your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 

you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute 

you; 
45 

 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in 

heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 

sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.  
 

It is important for individual Christians to know that you are called by God 

to be good citizens in this corrupt mortal world.  It is not your place to be a 

vigilante or to seek revenge or personal justice. 

Romans 13:3-5 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. 

Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou 

shalt have praise of the same: 
4 
 For he is the minister of God to thee for 

good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 

sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath 

Matt 6.12 

Matt 5.43 

Rom 13.3 
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[Justice] upon him that doeth evil. 
5 
 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, 

not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 

It is our governments God given responsibility to execute justice.  Those 

who are in governmental leadership will give an account to God for how 

they exercise their authority in this world. 

The Authorities In Our Lives,  

• Highest Authority – Almighty God.  Our 

guidance is the Word of God. 

Matthew 22:35-38 Then one of them, which 

was a lawyer, asked him a question, 

tempting him, and saying, 
36 

 Master, which 

is the great commandment in the law? 
37 

  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
38

This is the first 

and great commandment. 

Matthew 22:39-40 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself. 
40 

 On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets. 

• High Authority – The Family.  

Exodus 20:12  Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may 

be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said, 

Matthew 15:4  For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and 

mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. 

• Great Authorities – The Church and Government 

 

o The Church – Giving Spiritual Governance or Guidance 

Hebrews 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and 

submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that 

Matt 22.35 

Matt 15.4 

Heb 13.17 
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must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with 

grief: for that is unprofitable for you.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-14 And we 

beseech you, brethren, to know them 

which labour among you, and are over 

you in the Lord, and admonish you; 
13 

 And to esteem them very highly in 

love for their work's sake. And be at 

peace among yourselves. 
14 

 Now we 

exhort you, brethren, warn them that 

are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, 

support the weak, be patient toward 

all men.  

 

o The Government – Ordained and empowered by God to 

protect people from people 

Romans 13:1-5 Let every soul be subject unto the higher 

powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be 

are ordained of God. 
2 
 Whosoever therefore resisteth the 

power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall 

receive to themselves damnation. 
3 
 For rulers are not a terror 

to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 

the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of 

the same: 
4 
 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But 

if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 

sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 

execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
5 

 Wherefore ye must 

needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience 

sake.  

 

Unjust Government – There are times when corrupt people in government 

use their authority in wicked and evil ways.  When that occurs Christians are 

to always remember the authority structure put in place by Almighty God.   

When this worlds civil government stands in clear contrast to the Word and 

Authority of God we are to obey God first. 

Rom 13.1 
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This worlds government may punish us for standing with God, unjustly, as 

they did Daniel and the Lions Den (Daniel 6.1-28) and Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3.1-30).  The Apostles were often beaten 

and cast in jail for preaching the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Word 

of God records,  

Acts 5:27-33 And when they had brought them, they 

set them before the council: and the high priest 

asked them, 
28 

 Saying, Did not we straitly command 

you that ye should not teach in this name? and, 

behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, 

and intend to bring this man's blood upon us. 
29 

 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and 

said, We ought to obey God rather than men. 
30 

 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a 

tree. 
31 

 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a 

Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 
32 

 And we 

are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God 

hath given to them that obey him. 
33 

 When they heard that, they were cut to 

the heart, and took counsel to slay them.   

The Word of God gives us clear direction concerning our Civic Duties.  We must 

fully understand the commandments given us my our Lord through His Word and 

live accordingly. 

Great direction is given in, (Read all of Chapters 12 and 13 at home) 

Romans 12:14-13:1 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 
15 

 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
16 

 Be of the 

same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of 

low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 
17 

 Recompense to no man evil for 

evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 
18 

 If it be possible, as much as 

lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
19 

 Dearly beloved, avenge not 

yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I 

will repay, saith the Lord. 
20 

 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 

thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
21 

 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
1 
 Let every soul be 

Rom 12.14 
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subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that 

be are ordained of God.  

 

Conclusion 

Do you understand your Civic responsibilities? 

Have you confused your pride and vengeance for godliness? 

Do you know your responsibility to forgive and governments responsibility to 

execute justice? 

Even in our worldly lives we have clear direction from God. 

 

 

 

 

CrossRoads Baptist Church, Sunday Dec 8, 2019  

 


